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Our Approach to the Study of Covenants 
We are studying the Covenants for ourselves. [Not adopting an existing Theology on Covenants] 
We are starting in Genesis and working forward through the Old Testament to understand  

how they are Chronologically and Progressively Revealed and how each Covenant builds on 
or does not build on each previous Covenant.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COVENANT Definition – A Covenant of God is a Promise of God that will come to pass 
 

COVENANT Definition:    Final 
COVENANT of GOD. A Promise of God, always initiated and established by God, Gen 6:18, 9:9, 11, 17 
     between God and a Person, a People Group, or all Living things, Gen 9:10, Gen 9:17, 

according to His Plan, Purpose, and Will. 
COVENANT of GOD, as “Promises”, often with “I will” or “I shall” statements, that “will come to pass”. 
IF the Covenant specified certain binding conditions for God to fulfill both parties’ obligations  
        then it was considered a Unilateral or Un-Conditional Covenant.  
IF the Covenant specified certain binding conditions for God to fulfill, God’s Part,  
       and separate conditions for Man to fulfill, Man’s Part,  

then it was considered a Bi-lateral or Conditional Covenant.  
COVENANT of GOD, often has offered burnt (killed) offerings, Gen 8:20, Gen 22:2, Ex 24:5, Rom 8:3 
COVENANT of GOD, often has “a sign” to “remember” or to identify with, that Covenant, Gen 9:12 
COVENANT of GOD, is often identified as an “everlasting (perpetual) Covenant”, Gen 9:16, Gen 17:7, Jer 32:40 
COVENANT of GOD, may be Ratified with Blood, Ex 24:5-8, Gal 3:15-17, Heb 9:15-22, 13:20 
COVENANT of GOD, may be Ratified by passing between cut animals, Gen 15:10, 17, Jer 34:18 
COVENANT of GOD, may be Ratified by Swearing and/or by Oath, Gen 26:3, 50:24, Num 14:15–16, Deut 7:6–9,  
Deut 9:5, 29:9–15, 1 Chron 16:13–18, Ps 105:6–11, Jer 11:1–5, Ezek 16:59–60, Lk 1:67–74, Acts 2:29–31, Heb 6:16–18 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“No other theme provides such a comprehensive insight into the plan and program  

   of our Lord in both testaments as the “promise.” Walter C. Kaiser, Jr.,  BSac 130:518 (Apr 73) p. 136 
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How Many Covenants are there in the Bible ?   
The list of Covenants given by most Commentators writing on the Covenants  

are only referring to what they see as the Major Covenants or Primary Covenants in the Bible.  
Most Commentators don’t give you all the Covenants in the Bible but just the most significant Covenants 
             necessary to understand God’s promises according to their particular Biblical Theology.  
Other Commentators explain that there are Major Covenants and Minor Covenants,  

like when talking about Major and Minor Prophets in scripture.  
Other Commentators say that there are Major Covenants  
       with Sub-Covenants or Subordinate Covenants or Supplementary Covenants underneath them. 
 

Dispensational Theology and Reformed Theology (Covenant Theology)  
Dispensational Theology,  

is most known for using Dispensations to explain their Theology 
Reformed Theology (Covenant Theology),  

is most known for using Theological Covenants to explain their Theology 
BUT, Both Reformed Theology and Dispensational Theology,  

use Dispensations with their Theology  
AND, Both Reformed Theology and Dispensational Theology,  

use Covenants with their Theology 
 

 

 



Reformed Theology (Covenant Theology): Theological Covenants 
 with either 2 or 3 Major Theological Covenants + Sub-Covenants 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reformed Theology (Covenant Theology): is based on their particular traditional Theological Covenants 
    Combining a Literal Interpretation with their Confessions, Creeds, Writings, and Church Fathers.     



Dispensational Theology: often with 7 Major Covenants 
without Theological Covenants or Sub-Covenants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dispensational Theology, is Not primarily based on Dispensations,  

      but is based on a consistent Literal, Historical, and Grammatical method of Interpretation. 

 



Covenant of God with Adam – Given & Broken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s - Covenant of Marriage of Man and Woman 

God established a Covenant between the Man and the Woman.  

The Key Texts are Genesis 2:18–25, Proverbs 2:17, and Malichi 2:14 

Many Commentators do not address the Covenant of Marriage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Covenant of God – with Noah and His Descendants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



God’s Covenant with Abraham and His Descendants  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



God’s Covenant with the sons of Israel at Mount Sinai 

 

Moses set before Israel all these words which the Lord had commanded him in Ex 19:3-6. 
if you will indeed obey My voice, Ex 15:26, and keep My covenant                 (Conditions of the Covenant) 

then you shall be My own possession, among all the peoples            (Provisions of the Covenant) 
        and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.         (Provisions of the Covenant) 
All the people answered, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do !”, commanded in Ex 19:3-6. 
 

(Conditions of the Covenant) are:  
to obey and keep it, Ex 19:5 
        But at this point the people don’t know exactly What to obey and keep  ? 
Because the Commands and Ordinances of the Covenant are Not given until Ex 20 - 23 

(Provisions of the Covenant) are:  
Israel will be the Lord’s own possession, out of All Peoples. 
Israel will be to the Lord a kingdom of priests  
Israel will be to the Lord a holy (set apart) Nation.          

 

 

 



God’s Covenant of Showbread or Bread of Presence   
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Covenant of Perpetual Priesthood 



God’s Covenant with Israel at Moab – Deuteronomic Covenant 

   

Many Commentators see this Covenant at Moab as just a renewal of the Covenant at Horeb (Mt. Sinai). 

However, 29:1 clearly states that this covenant at Moab was “besides,” or “in addition to”, the one at Sinai.  

Hebrew-English Interlinear (LHI), “in land Moab alone to (bad) from (min) covenant”, “at Horeb”, 29:1, 12-13 

This separate or additional Covenant has been called the Palestinian or Land Covenant, because of Deut 30:5. 

However, the emphasis of Deut 29:1-30:20, is Not on the Land,   But on the change of Israel’s heart. 
 

First it says, “the Lord has not given you (all Israel) a heart to know”, 29:4  

Second, “the Lord your God will circumcise your heart…to love the Lord your God with all your heart”, 30:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



God’s Covenant with David – Davidic Covenant 
   

This is an Everlasting Covenant, sworn by the Lord with David, 2 Sam 23:5, Ps 89:3, 28 
David was Living in Jerusalem, he lived 7 ½ years in Hebron and now was in Jerusalem for about a year. 5:6 

        During that time he had a House of Cedar built, 2 Sam 5:11, and David was newly living in that House. 

        “the Lord had given him rest on every side from all his enemies”, 7:1 

David tells Nathan that he is living in a House but the Lord is living in a tent, 7:2 

Then that very Night, Nathan has a Vision from the Lord and Lord comments on Not having a House. 

The Lord says, He has lived in a tent or tabernacle from the time Israel left Egypt. (1445 to 1002 BC = 444 yrs.) 

        The Lord says, He never question anyone about Not having a House, 7:7 
 

David later told grown up Solomon that before Solomon was born, that the Lord told him in a Vision,  

that David would Not build Him a House, because David had Wage War and shed much Blood, 2 Chron 22:8. 

Instead, Solomon a man of Rest and Peace and Quiet would build the Lord a House, 2 Chron 22:9-10. 
 

David wanted a House (Building) for the Lord, But the Lord wanted a House (Dynasty) for David, 2 Sam 7:18 

 

 



God’s New Covenant with Israel – The New Covenant 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


